Kristallnacht Reading Guides

Please go to www.centropa.org and click on the Kristallnacht anniversary page, located on the right side of the centropa homepage. There you will see an introduction to the Kristallnacht page and experience. As you read the opening paragraphy you will notice the word “….. More” highlighted in read. Click on “More” to reach the personal Kristallnacht stories. 

Once you have reached this page, please read the accounts of the  6 individual below, filling in and completing their story as you read. When finished, you will use these accounts for a synopsis of the Kristallnacht experience in November of 1938.

Paul Back

On 12th March 1938, I saw airplanes, a lot of airplanes, entire formations of airplanes that clouded the sky.

First of all, the Nazis wanted to demonstrate their __________, and, second, they really had to transport things in order to do what they had come to do. You could already see people in uniforms and youths in HJ-shirts [2]. Those were Austrians; the Germans had not yet arrived in Vienna. You see, they didn't come straight to Vienna, as they were stopped by cheering crowds on their way here. At first the Wehrmacht [3] curried favor with the Viennese with food - with field kitchens at Heldenplatz.

My grandmother's apartment became kind of a family news center. The whole family constantly followed the events, and at first there was no _________. Only much later did they get anxious, when measures against Jews were announced and actions such as street washing, ______________ and verbal _______ commenced. We heard of people being kicked, attacked or _________ ________, but at the time people were probably still deluding themselves. We knew that the situation was ______________, but we didn't know how serious it was yet to become.

One of the few measures that really got under my skin were the signs on park benches reading ________ ____ __________ and ______ ____ ______ I had often gone for walks with my mother or my cousins and we used to go to the parks and play there. And now, all of a sudden, we were not allowed to sit on the park benches any more.

I was impressed by uniforms, and even before the Nazis, when I was a child, I used to run to the war ministry at Stubenring because once a week there was a changing of the guard with the playing of taps there. I liked this march music and really enjoyed it.

When the Germans marched in, it was a bit scary, but there were people in uniform, moving around with a military band, and that highly impressed me; I ___________ it and loved to run along behind them.

The Hachshara courses had to be cancelled. Max Back [the interviewee's stepfather] was then working somewhere else in the Jewish community, and one day he was also attacked and beaten. I think that happened in front of the synagogue on Seitenstettengasse. Back then there were plenty of people who enjoyed _____________ __________. Around the corner from my grandmother's apartment there were prayer houses, but I don't know that there were any serious attacks. However, the neighborhood was buzzing with ____________ Youth and BDM groups.

Edith Brickell

In 1938, my father's company was immediately ______________, and I was no longer allowed to go to school. On 10th November 1938, after Kristallnacht, my father and my brother Gustl were ______________. My father was taken to a school on Kenyongasse, and when he came home after having spent a night there, his hair had turned as white as snow. Gustl was _____________ to the concentration camp in Dachau (Bavaria).

It is hard to grasp today how my father didn't realize what was going on. Perhaps it was because they sent him home again. I also think that my father was already tired [of moving around]. As a young man he had gone to Japan, then returned to Vienna; maybe he just didn't want to ________ and start all over again. What was happening was certainly alarming, but I don't think that my parents weren't aware of the ____________ of the situation, the threat of losing their lives. My father once said, and I remember this precisely, ‘_____________________________________________________________’ That was his attitude. As for my mother, I don't think she would have left Vienna without her mother. But my parents did want my brothers and me to leave. We were to ________ once things were all right again.

Julius Chaimowicz

In 1938 _________ of Jewish stores was very common. Our apartment was on the fourth floor. We had bars in front of the window; either my father or my grandfather had put them up so that we [children] would be able to look out but not fall out of the windows. We saw the ___________ grocery store being looted. The ________ were simply thrown out of the window.   

Because my father was born in ______________, my parents had sewn a Czech emblem on their coats in 1938 to protect themselves. My father went to the Czech embassy and applied for Czech passports, as he had never applied for Austrian citizenship. He simply hadn’t taken care of it before, and that was our ________.   

My father was a very charitable man and during the period when he was working as a salesman, at Christmas, he always gave poor families stockings as a gift because the new collection had already arrived by then. On his way to one such family, two young guys approached him and one of them pointed at my father and said, ‘________________!’ They beat him and kicked him in the stomach. When he came home, my mother said, ‘You have to get out of here.’ To which my father replied, ‘I won’t go without you!’ And so it was decided that we would all go. We were waiting for our _________________, which took about one or two months. In the meantime my parents cleared the apartment and afterwards we traveled to Paris as tourists. Everyone was allowed to take along 20 marks.
Gerda Feldsberg

My parents often went to the theater, the opera and concerts. My dad, however, always fell asleep. Everything would have been fine, if __________ [Hitler] hadn’t arrived! In Porzellangasse there was a candy store with five steps leading up to it, and every day after school I bought some sweets there. One day, like every other, I went in there, put my schilling on the counter and took some candy. But the shop assistant just ________ _____ ______. I thought she was joking, or that maybe she thought I didn’t want to pay, so I went back in and said to her, ‘I have money!’ Where upon she took me to the door and ____________ me down the steps. When I returned to Vienna for the first time after the war, I met her by accident and she told me that it wasn’t her fault, that she had to do it.   

I had a wheelbarrow and a doll carriage and my mother always took me to Votivpark. There I played with other children in the sand-box, while the mothers sat together, chatting. I remember one day – it was in 1938 – when I wanted to play in the sand-box as usual. All of a sudden some boys _____________ on me, and within an instant the parents had arrived as well. They wanted to beat me and drag me out of the sand-box. My mother, who had been sitting on a bench, jumped up, _____________ me and ran away with me. I was very surprised at my mother because I thought she should tell these people that they _____________  _______________ to do this to me.

Max Uri

On 10th November [1938], three ___________ entered my uncle’s store and told him, ‘Give us the keys to the store!’ But Moses Zwick refused to give them the keys. And so they knocked out all his ________, took the keys away, and he was never allowed to set foot in the store again. That was the end of the company ‘Uri & Zwick’. If we had sold everything beforehand, we would have gotten 60,000 German marks, and for 1000 British pounds we could have purchased a capitalist certificate in _______________, and the whole family would have been saved.   

I was arrested and detained in the 9th district, in a riding school on Pramergasse, along with about a thousand other Jews, who had been ___________ from their apartments, some of them in their pajamas and underwear. At about 3am, they released those under 18 and over 60 and told them to go home. Outside, the mob had gathered and was waiting for us. A high police official agreed to protect us, but only until he had counted to _____. I started to ______, which fortunately, as an athlete, I had no problem with. My mother, my sisters and my brother were hiding at her sister-in-law’s, Aunt Rosa Roth, that night.

Erwin Landau

For our condominium, including all the furniture, we got 200 marks from some ________. My mother was crying and said that the furniture alone was worth many times that amount. ‘Consider yourself lucky to get that; others get ___________ ____ ______,' the Nazi replied. After we had sold our apartment we headed to the train station and went to Cologne - we wanted to cross the border where Luxembourg, France and Germany meet. We had no particular destination. I was nine years old, my brother was seven. At the border, the officers told us, ‘We are not allowed to let you cross; we have our orders.' What were we to do? So we returned to Vienna and went to the Jewish community, since we no longer had an apartment. The Jewish community provided us with a small apartment on Robertgasse, in the 2nd district, close to the Urania. For a few months we lived there together with my grandfather's widow, Aunt Marie, as we called her. She had also ________ her apartment and was afraid of being alone - after all, she was already an elderly lady. After a few months my father learned in a coffee shop that one didn't need an affidavit for Shanghai. He actually always wanted to move to America, the Promised Land, but now we found ourselves escaping to _______________.
