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I decided for my future employment right before I entered the army. I was studying at a
mechanical technology high school, and in my free time I devoted myself to parachuting. During
one jump I ruptured the meniscus in my knee, and I had to go to the hospital for an operation. I had
a doctor friend there with whom I'd played hockey in Zilina. He told me that the hospital had a
library, and that I could borrow something to read. I asked him to bring me some book in which I
could find out in detail what they had actually operated on. I got an interesting book called Forensic
Medicine. Back then I realized that this was much more interesting to me than some mechanical
engineering. That was during the time I was entering the army.

During my basic army service in Presov I thought about what would be once I return to civilian life.
I didn't like mechanical engineering very much. I wasn't an inventor. So I thought about going to
study medicine. I however had to prepare for it, because they have admittance interviews on
things that I'd never before come into contact with. For example, I'd never taken biology or organic
chemistry. In mechanical engineering we'd taken inorganic chemistry. In 1958 I left the army and
really did prepare for medicine. In 1959 I successfully passed the admittance interview for the
Faculty of Medicine of Comenius University in Bratislava. I studied medicine from 1959 until 1965. I
had two phenomenal roommates at our residence. Today they're both university professors. One
was named Viktor Bauer and the other Ciampor. Bauer worked for the Slovak Academy of Sciences,
and Ciampor was the director of a virology institute. After I graduated from medicine, I started work
for a surgery clinic in Zilina. I worked there for 21 years. Then I became a medical examiner, and
last year [2006] I retired.
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