
Ninel Cherevko’s Aunt Revekka Sokol 

My father's older sister Revekka Sokol , Evpatoria, 1915. In 1894 Revekka was born. She finished
grammar school and graduated from the medical faculty of Kharkov University. She became a
rontgenologist. Her husband Mark Sokol, a Jew, was also a doctor. They lived in Kharkov. Their only
son Alik drowned during military training in Odessa when he was 20. Revekka and Mark were
military doctors- they worked in military hospitals through the Great Patriotic War. Revekka died in
1964 and Mark died in the late 1960s. My father didn't tell me anything about the Jewish way of life
in his family - I think that he was reluctant to recall his Jewish origin when he became a Soviet
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official. I remember him telling me about Pesach when he asked traditional questions about the
history of the holiday and about matsah during Seder and his father answered these questions. I
know that my grandmother and grandfather went to the synagogue in one of the central streets on
big holidays. They moderately followed the kashrut rules in the house: had individual dishes for
meat and dairy food and didn't mix food. My grandparents were raising their children religious.
They lit candles on Saturday and celebrated Shabbat. However, when their children grew up they
gave up observing Jewish traditions.
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