
Inga Tsvey 

This is my, Alexander Tsvey’s wife Inga Tsvey (née Kisina). The picture was made in Moscow in
1965.

In 1951 I graduated from the Moscow Engineering and Construction Institute, mechanics
department. I got a mandatory job assignment to the trust 'Stroitel' as a mechanic. I met my wife-
to-be Inga Kisina during my studies at the institute. Inga was born in 1932 in Moscow in a very
intellectual Jewish family. She was an only child in the family.

Inga's father Mikhail Kisin was a scientist, an expert in the field of heating and ventilation. Mikhail
was an assistant professor of Moscow Engineering and Construction Institute and was the chief of
the laboratory at the scientific and research institute. He was a great, interesting intellectual man.
He died in 1954, at a considerably young age, 52. Inga's mother, Mira Kisina, was also an engineer
in one of the design institutes in Moscow. She is still alive. Her age is 96.

Inga and I got married in December 1951. I was about to finish the institute and Inga was in the 3rd
year. We got registered in the marriage registration office and in the evening we had a wedding
party for our kin and friends. Mother and I had a room in a communal apartment, and wife's family
also lived in communal apartment in the center of Moscow, in 3 poky rooms. My wife and I moved
in one of them after wedding. Later on, when we had two children, we still lived in that room. In
1953 I was afflicted with tuberculosis. I found out about the death of my father-in-law when I was
on a treatment course in Crimea sanatorium. Of course, I left everything I went to the funeral. Soon
doctors found out that Inga had a diabetes. She was a very good person, beautiful, smart and
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intellectual. She was a giver rather than taker. She has worked for scientific and research institute
all her life, but still she found time to take care of children. As for material side, life was hard on us.
We constantly had debts and could not only afford luxury, we could not even afford to go on
vacation to the suburb of Moscow. Children often went to pioneer camps. My wife and I were
atheists and raised our children soviet. We even bid not break the subject of religion in our family.
We gladly marked soviet holidays - 1st of May, 7th of November [October Revolution Day], Soviet
Army Day, Victory Day. We invited our friends to come and share potluck with us no matter that we
could not afford a feast.

In late 1970s wife's disease was progressing. It was getting really bad: Inga became blind. Then
she had gangrene. She died in 1988 at the age of 56. She was buried next to her father, in city
Vvedenskiy cemetery in Moscow. 
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