
Terez Leicht’s Certificate Of Apprenticeship 

This is the assistant's certificate of my mother, Terez Herczfeld, from 1924. 

My grandfather was a baker, they had 7 daughters. My deceased grandfather always used to say
that he was the happiest man on earth, because one who had 7 houses wanted to have an 8th, but
the one who had 7 daughters wouldn't have liked to have any more. 

My mother, who was the third, the biggest and strongest Herczfeld girl. She learned the baker's
trade for 3 years in my grandfather's bakery in Nagykanizsa, and she graduated with distinction at
the apprentice school in 1924. It wasn't usual for a woman at that time to have an assistant's
certificate. My mother was approximately as heavy and tall as I am now, but she was 10 times
stronger than I have ever been. If she slapped someone in the face, he fell against the wall. A
bolting-bag weighed 85 kilograms, and she could easily lift that. At that time the kneading machine
had not been invented yet, or at least they didn't have one, and they baked 800 kilograms of bread
daily, and pastries, too, and my father and her kneaded it all, or when there was an apprentice the
three of them did..
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