
Iosif Kacharinskiy 

This is my father Iosif Kacharinskiy with me and my brother Meishe Kacharinskas. The picture was
taken in our yard, after our cow bore a calf. We are looking at them. Luksiai, 1930s. My father was
born in Ciepliszki on 15th May 1900. He became a butcher, like his father. He came to Lithuania
with his mother after Grandfather's tragic death. After a long courtship, Father finally reached his
goal and married the woman whom he fell in love with at first sight. The newly-weds settled in
Plegai with my maternal grandparents. In 1922 my elder brother Meishe was born. After him my
mother gave birth to babies almost every year, but many parturitions were preterm and there were
miscarriages. There were seven parturitions, but only Shmuel, born in 1923, I, my brother Leiser,
born in 1927 and my sister Bashe Feiga, born in 1928, survived. I was born in 1925. I remember
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that two children ? a girl who was one year younger than me and a boy who was born in 1926 died
at an infant age. The elder children, Meishe and Shmuel, were born in Plegai. I was born in Luksiai.
Father decided to move to the town. Mother's younger sister got married and there was not enough
room in Plegai. Father bought a small wooden house in Luksiai, where I was born and spent my
childhood. The house was purchased on loan and it took a long time for Father to pay it back.
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