
The Wedding Of Marina Shoihet's Uncle
Grigoriy Reznik 

This picture was taken at the wedding of my mother's brother Grigoriy Reznik in 1927 in Gaisin.
Upper row: Grigoriy Reznik and his fiancee Hanna. Middle row from left to right: my father, mother,
great grandmother Rieva Scherbo, and grandfather Moisey Reznik. Beside my father, Rosa. Lying:
Boris and Emil, my mother's brothers. Maria Scherbo, my grandmother on my mother's side, was
born in 1881. I don't know where exactly she was born but at the time when she met my
grandfather their family was living in the town of Dashev. Avrum, her father, my great-grandfather,
was a well-to-do merchant. Her mother's (my great grandmother's) name was Rieva. They had a
big family. They had many children. Isaak, one of their sons, was killed by bandits in 1920, and
Grisha, another son, happened to be in Poland during the Revolution of 1917. Later he moved to
Romania and then to Paris. He died in Paris. Unfortunately, Grisha's grave was never found. I only
know my grandmother's sisters. My grandmother was the oldest. The next was Rieva - she was
born in 1883. Then came Fania, born in 1884 and Bella born in 1886. Moisey Reznik, my
grandfather, born in 1878, lived in the town of Stavische, Vinnitsa region. My grandmother was
introduced to my grandfather at some big wedding. She was 14 and he was 17 years old. They
were engaged and then corresponded for four years. My grandmother was not skilled in writing and
she wrote her letters using a special letter manual. My grandfather grew up in a poorer family, but
he studied and read more, he knew Hebrew, studied the Torah and could interpret the Talmud. He
graduated from yeshivah. They got married when my grandmother was 18 and my grandfather was
21 years old. After the wedding they lived in Dashev. She gave birth to five children. My mother
Anna, born in 1900 was their first child. Her brother Israel was born a year and a half later. Grigoriy
was born in 1904, Boris in 1910 and Emil in 1916. My mother was the only girl in the family, and
she had four brothers. My grandfather worked as an assistant accountant. He worked from morning
till night. My grandmother stayed with the children but she always felt an urge to go to her parents'
house (my great grandmother's Rieva). Her sisters were there and the house was richer. There was
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a big living room and the furniture was upholstered with dark velvet. There were curtains on the
windows and a dinner table in the middle of the room. My great-grandfather was an intelligent
man. He went to Germany or Poland to purchase the grain. He ground it at his mill and sold flour.
My mother told me that my grandmother was an emotional woman. She was nervous and shouted
at her children. She calmed down at the end of the day and became very nice. She dressed up,
took her children and went to her father. And that was when the party began. There were many
children in the family and the children were running around, the sisters were chatting and it was so
much fun. Later in the evening my great-grandfather Avrum got tired of all this fuss and he said in
Yiddish, 'Well, dear, you better take them all home now'.
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