
Elkhonen Saks' Son Touri Saks 

This photo shows my son Touri Saks as a 16-year-old. Touri finished high school, and then the
Tallinn Pedagogical Institute. By trade he is a music teacher and leads a chorus. Estonians always
loved choral singing. Touri has supervised big choral collectives. They frequently performed in
other republics and abroad. Nowadays the cultural life in Estonia is much weaker, and my son's
profession is no longer in high demand. He works with a Tallinn company involved in the sale of
books. He has been married for a long time now and has two children. His daughter, Elina, is
finishing the Faculty of Estonian Philology at Tartu University. She is married and lives with her
family in Keila, near Tallinn. Her husband, a historian, works in the Estonian Ministry of Defense.
They have two small twin daughters, Liise and Lotte. My grandson's name is Etto. He has
completed a technical school specializing in mechanics, and now works with a Tallinn firm, and
studies at the Polytechnic University by correspondence. My son wasn't brought up Jewish. He
doesn't know Yiddish. His native language is Estonian, and he also speaks Russian and a little
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English. At school he was sometimes teased because he looks more Jewish than I do. He didn't take
offence. And now he feels Jewish to some degree, maybe not fully, but he does. He helps me with
all my affairs. He's interested in Jewish literature and history. He is fond of Jewish music and owns a
big collection of tapes and CDs by Jewish performers. When my son was born I invented his first
name, which is based on the word 'Torah'. Unfortunately, he isn't religious.
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