
Yasha Shif, His Wife Roza And Daughter
Rita 

This is a photo of my cousin Yasha Shif with his wife Roza and daughter Rita. The picture was taken
in Minsk in 1948. Yasha was born in Minsk in 1923 and finished school in 1941. When the war
started, he was caught in the Minsk ghetto. Later he managed to escape and join the partisans. He
was wounded in 1944. After the liberation of Minsk, Yasha went back there and entered law school,
which is where he met his future wife, Roza. They had a daughter named Rita. He worked as an
attorney in a legal advice office near Minsk, but now he and his family live in New York. Yasha's
sister Fanya was a prisoner in the Minsk ghetto from 1941-1942. Her grandfather, two aunts and
her mother were shot before her very eyes. She and her mother's older sister tried to escape. The
Germans fired at them. But Fanya managed to get to Rodoshkovichy, near Minsk, where her family
used to rent a summer cottage, and from there went on to join a group of partisans, where she met
her future husband, Yasha Axelrod. She and her family now live in Chicago.
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