
Marie And Antonin Dolansky And Their
Children 

This is picture of my mother's family. It was taken in her birthplace of Cibuz in the 1910s. From left
there is her brother Jaroslav, her mother Ruzena Dolanska, my mother Marie, her sister Bozena, her
brother Josef, her father Antonin Dolansky, her brother Bohumil and her sister Ludmila. My
grandparents on my mother's side aren't of Jewish origin. I don't know when they were born, but
my grandma came from around Hradec Kralove, where later she and her children lived. Grandpa
was a country teacher. He died young, he was a little over 40, and left my grandmother alone with
five children and a small teacher's pension. They were very badly off, literally poor, and so all the
children had to work. My mother didn't get married until she was 29, even though she was very
pretty, but she had to help support the family, so that the younger siblings could study. I don't
know if my mother actually converted, but when she married my father in 1927, she completely
gave herself body and soul over to Judaism. Her family wasn't against it - Grandpa wasn't alive any
more at that time - in those days before Hitler, when a Czech girl married a Jew, it meant that she
was lucky, because a Jew didn't drink, usually made good money and was a good father and
husband, which my father really did fulfill. My mother had a brother, Josef, who died before the war
in a motorcycle accident. Then she had an older sister, Bozena, who married the director or deputy
of the Zivnostenska Bank in Hradec Kralove. Their son was a well-known Czech actor, Ota Sklencka.
They also had a daughter, Eva. The oldest sibling was Ludmila, who married Mr. Vanek and they
had two daughters together. Mother's brother Jaroslav married a girl whose father owned a printing
house in Hradec Kralove, which he later took over. Another brother, Bohumil, had a beautiful
mixed-goods store in Hradec Kralove. My grandma was paralyzed for the last 15 or 20 years of her
life due to a stroke. She lived with her housekeeper, who looked after her and all of her well-
positioned children took care of her. She died in 1943.
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