
Lazar Pikielny 

This is a picture of my father, Lazar Pikielny. It was taken in Lodz in the 1920s. My father's name
was Lazar. We called him Ludwik at home. He was born in 1890. He was very musically gifted and
even wanted to become a conductor, but for sheer practical reasons ended up a doctor. I think he
studied in Vienna, Austria. He worked at the Poznanskich Hospital on the street that's nowadays
called Szterlinga. He was a urologist but since there was no separate urology ward at the time, his
patients were treated in the surgical ward. Some of the information I have about my father comes
from the book 'The Martyrdom of Jewish Physicians in Poland,' published in the USA by the doctors
Malowist, Lazarowicz, and Tennenbaum. The authors say my father got his diploma in 1925. Father
used to write articles on medical issues for various magazines. He worked mostly in a Jewish
environment so I'm pretty sure he spoke Yiddish. Father met my mother thanks to his cousin,
whom Mother went to school with and was close to. The young couple lived in Lodz on 8 Nawrot
Street. That's the fourth house counting from Piotrkowska Street, Lodz's main street. There were
five rooms in the apartment. Father had his office there and he saw his patients in it. All the rooms
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were so spacious I could ride my bike indoors.
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