
Czeslawa Tikitin And Her Father, Maurycy
Drutowski 

I don?t know who took this photograph. It shows my grandpa, Maurycy Drutowski, with his
daughter, my mother, Czeslawa Tikitin, nee Drutkowska. It was taken in Lodz in the 1910s.
Grandpa was born in 1869 in Czestochowa as Moszek, but he always used the name Maurycy. He
went to a Russian school. His hometown, Czestochowa, was under Russian rule at the time. It
wasn't a Jewish school but a state-run one, and with a classical curriculum, with Greek and Latin
classes. Grandpa, according to his own words, was, however, a very good mathematician. After
graduation he studied in Zurich, Switzerland, at the technical university there, and graduated as a
mechanical engineer. It was there he met his future wife, my grandmother, who lived in Zurich at a
boarding school for young ladies. Grandma's name was Aniuta, nee Imass. She was from Chisinau.
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She was born in 1877 - she was eight years younger than Grandpa. My grandparents settled in
Lodz after they got married. Their last apartment was at 25 Radwanska Street. They had two
children: a daughter named Czeslawa, my mother, born in 1897, and a son named Leon, born in
1899. My mother was born in 1897. She went to a girls' gymnasium in Lodz. She wanted to enroll in
a university but Grandpa wouldn't allow it. I know Mom was musically gifted, she used to sing and
play the piano back before her marriage. My mom loved traveling. She went to Palestine with my
father in 1930-something, I'm sure she went to Venice as well. She led quite an active life. Mom
told me an anecdote once: apparently I told a teacher I had to be independent, because if I waited
for Mom to get home and help me do my homework, I'd never do anything. She had her favorite
café - on the corner of Piotrkowska and Moniuszki streets - which she used to go to almost
everyday. She'd meet her friends there, but unfortunately I don't remember any of them.
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