
Dora Nisman With Her Second Husband Zis
Gutnik 

This is me and my second husband Zis Gutnik. The photo was taken in Chernovtsy in 1950. In the
fall of 1944 we returned to the apartment that had belonged to us before the war. It wasn't a very
comfortable apartment, but it was ours. I worked in a shop and at home in the evenings to provide
for the family. My mother did all the housework. My daughter went to kindergarten and learned to
speak Russian. In 1948 I went to work in the garment factory where my friend Katz, a communist,
was director. Something that changed my life happened in the same year. I met a man that I had
known for a long time. His name was Zis Gutnik. In 1941 Zis was arrested and sent to a Stalinist
camp. He was innocent, but so were so many other people whose only fault was that they came
from wealthier families. He was charged of disobedience to the Soviet authorities, espionage, and
sentenced to eight years of imprisonment. He returned in 1947. We met by chance and first didn't
recognize each other. I actually rescued him. I saw a man in the street that didn't see a truck
driving in his direction. I pulled him to the roadside. We talked a little. I came home and told my
mother about this meeting. He visited me a few times. We rarely saw each other. My mother was ill
and needed my care. My daughter had measles and this resulted in pneumonia and I looked after
her. Zis also had problems. Nobody was supposed to know that he had been imprisoned, or life
would be hard for him, because people would be suspicious. It was later, in 1958, that we obtained
a certificate of complete rehabilitation, but after the war it was better to go to a place where
nobody knew him. He went to Lvov. He got a job there and rented a room. In 1950 he came to
Chernovtsy and proposed to me. I had my doubts and was worried about my daughter. She was a
nervous and sickly girl. She was taciturn and reserved. Zis was kind to my daughter, and I
gradually explained to her that he was to become her father.
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