
Deniz Nahmias's Engagement 

This photo was taken in Thessaloniki in 1948 when I got engaged to Albertos Nahmias. My cousin
Zermen Koen introduced me to my future husband in 1948. We were only dating for a short while.
We used to discuss everything to see if our ideas matched. I was trying to understand his
personality, but I must say that he was an honest man brought up with morals. I had heard about
Albertos that he was honest and very capable. My mother's sister had married someone from his
family so I got to know about him. And I remember my aunt saying, 'He is the most capable, clever
and nice in this family.' Our parents forced us to get committed but we kept telling them, 'We have
a nice time together. We'll see.' But they insisted that we should get engaged. At that time,
especially with arranged love affairs, after a short time you had to say whether you wanted to go
on or not. So after all this pressure we finally got engaged and I went to Athens to get ready for the
wedding. The wedding took place in Thessaloniki a few months later, on 6th March 1949. The
engagement took place at my mother-in-law's house, and that day the house was full of flowers
and relatives and friends were coming to visit us all day. This was the custom. We treated them to
almond sweets and sweets called 'bezedes.' Our dowry - sheets, night dresses - were all over the
house because they had to be shown publicly.
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