
Rosa Stoyanovskaya, Nenia Freidina, Sima
Shevtsova 

These are my aunts, my father's sisters; from left to right: Rosa Stoyanovskaya (nee Margolina),
Nenia Freidina (nee Margolina) and Sima Shevtsova (nee Margolina). This photo was made in Kiev
in 1939. During the Civil War in 1918 bandits came to my grandparent's house demanding food
and money. Before they left they shot my grandfather and my father's younger brother Shaya.
Shortly afterwards the family left Borispol. My grandmother and her daughters moved to Kiev and
my father, who was already married, went to Sumy. My father's older sister Rosa married Avraam
Stoyanovski, a Jewish man from Borispol. I don't know what Avraam did for a living. Rosa was a
housewife. They had three children: two daughters, Fenia and Ida, and a son, Semyon. Rosa's
family moved to Kiev in 1918. That year Rosa's husband died of typhoid. She had to raise her three
children alone. She worked very hard all her life. She was a seamstress in the garment factory in
Kiev. Rosa's older daughter became a teacher of history and her younger daughter became a
teacher of the Ukrainian language and literature. They married Jewish men and had daughters.
Semyon is a sculptor. He is a laureate of a state award. During the war their family was in
evacuation in Ufa where both daughters worked as teachers. They returned to Kiev in 1944. Rosa
wasn't religious after the Revolution. She didn't observe any Jewish traditions. Rosa died in Kiev in
the 1970s at the age of over 80. She was buried in the Jewish section of a town cemetery. Her
children still live in Kiev. I keep in touch with them. They sometimes visit me. Nenia was a
dressmaker. She was married and her last name in marriage was Freidina. Nenia's family wasn't
religious after the Revolution, but they always celebrated Jewish holidays. They lived in Kiev. Nenia
had two children: Ludmila and Boris. During the war they were in evacuation in Middle Asia and
after the war they returned to Kiev. Aunt Nenia died in Kiev in the 1960s. I have no information
about her children. Sima married Samuel Shevtsov, a Jewish man from Kiev. They had two children:
Sarra and Boris After she got married Sarra finished medical college and worked as a speech
therapist in the children's hospital. Sima's family didn't observe any Jewish traditions or celebrate
Jewish holidays. Sima's son died in a car accident at the age of about seven. He was hit by a car.
Sima died of malaria in evacuation in the town of Nukha, Azerbaijan, in 1942. Sara and her family
live in the USA. I have no information about them.
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