
Theodore Magder 

This photo of me was taken in Kishinev in the 1970s. In the early 1970s my son, Victor Magder,
decided to move to Israel. At first, my wife, Asia Magder (nee Shnirelman) and I were against his
decision, but then we understood we couldn't force him to stay and signed a permission for him to
depart. As soon as I had signed this permission, the party committee summoned me, and then
there was a meeting. The issue on the agenda was my expulsion from the Party, but they decided
that a strict reprimand for failure in the upbringing of my son was sufficient. I understood that,
according to the rules and morals of the time, all relatives of those who had moved to Israel were
subject to ostracism. By the way, the authorities were loyal to me: they didn't fire me, but just
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asked where I wanted to work. Therefore, having worked for the TASU (Telegraph Agency of the
Soviet Union) for 29 years I quit my job there. My wife, who was head of the editor's office of a
magazine, was also fired from this position due to our son's departure. She was transferred to an
editor's position. I went to work at the publishing house of the Academy of Sciences, where I
worked a few years before I went to work at the 'Tribune', a small and unpopular magazine. Then,
the chief engineer of the Moldavhydromash industrial association, which was engaged in the
industrial machine building and included three big plants and scientific research institutions,
approached me. He offered me to write a book about the association on the occasion of its 100th
anniversary. I thought it over and agreed. I visited this enterprise, familiarized myself with
documents, and I understood that I couldn't write a proper book from the outside. I quit my work
with the magazine and went to work as a laborer at this enterprise. I wrote the book in cooperation
with the employees of the plant newspaper. Later the management offered me to establish and
become the director of the museum of this enterprise. The museum I established got the status of
people's museum and became very popular in Kishinev. We received many national and foreign
delegations.
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