
Bluma Lepiku And Her First Husband Victor
Vatis 

This is me and my first husband Victor Vatis. This photo was taken shortly after our wedding in
Tallinn in 1950. I got married in 1950. I met my first husband, Victor Vatis, at a dancing party at the
Palace of Officers. We started seeing each other and got married shortly afterward. Victor came
from Odessa. His family moved to Tallinn after the war. His mother, Zinaida Vatis, was born into a
family of district doctors in Kherson. Zinaida became a medical nurse. She got a very good
education. She knew few foreign languages. She spoke fluent French and often spoke French to my
father's brother Michail. Her husband, Yuri Vatis, was an accountant. They had two children. Victor,
the older one, was born in 1927. His sister Tamara was one year younger. Victor graduated from a
College of Finance and Economics and studied at the Department of Journalism of Tartu University,
the extramural department. Though Victor was a Jewish man, my mother did not quite like the fact
that he wasn't a local man. However, my parents had no objections to our marriage. We had no
traditional Jewish wedding. This was hard to arrange after the war, and besides, Victor was an
atheist. We registered our marriage in a registry office and had a wedding dinner with our friends
and relatives. Victor had a room in a shared apartment where I moved after the wedding. Victor
was a jealous husband, and insisted that I quit working at the hospital, because many of the
patients were young men. I went to work as a medical nurse in the railroad children's recreation
center. I got pregnant, and my pregnancy took a complicated course. The labor didn't go normal
and the baby was stillborn. After that we started keeping aloof. We were no longer a family. We
were just two people sharing a room for some vague reason. We divorced in 1953. However, I
retained friendly relationships with his mother and sister.
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