
Dina Kuremaa 

This is me, chief accountant of the Tallinn theater of Russian Drama, in my office. The picture was
taken in Tallinn in 1990. In 1952 I got an offer from the Russian Drama Theater in Tallinn. I worked
there all my life: 48 years out of the 50 I was a chief accountant of the theater. Life got my easier
when I started working. We received food cards right upon our return. When I got my first salary,
we could afford some products from the market. We had enough to eat; we were not famished.
When I came to work for the theater, I already had experience in working as an accountant. I didn't
have a specialized education, I learned on spot. People treated me very well, and tried helping me.
The theater paid for my education and after work I attended classes at financial college. I studied
there for about three years and obtained a diploma of an accountant, a professional secondary
education. Estonia regained its independence in 1991. It's a pity it has not happened earlier. I had
a happy childhood in independent Estonia, and I am happy that I spend my old years in a free
country. Our Jewish community got stronger during the years of independence. During the Soviet
times they didn't let us forget that we were Jews - anti-Semitists were constantly reminding us of
that. But still they tried to squeeze out Jewry from us. Now I feel myself a Jew owing to our
community. I get enough to get by with my pension. The government classified those who were in
evacuation in the category of the repressed. Now I am getting an additional amount of money to
my pension. In spite of the fact that our utilities are very expensive I have enough money to buy
anything I need. I am even helping my granddaughter. The Jewish school is open again for the first
time in postwar Tallinn. It is a pity that my granddaughter is grown-up. I would have talked my
daughter into having her daughter study there.

www.centropa.org/en/photo/dina-kuremaa-1

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/dina-kuremaa-1
https://www.centropa.org

