
Ida Kristina With Work Colleagues 

This is a picture of me and my colleagues from the Central Post Office in Chernigov. You can see
the Soviet flag in the background. We were photographed on October Revolution Day, 1954. In
1944 I went to work as an operator at the post office. I did well at work and made many new
friends and acquaintances. I also met with my pre-war friends: Pronia Sereda and others. Pronia,
who had been in Chernigov during the occupation, told me about the brutality of the Germans in
Chernigov and about my grandfather Samuel, who had been shot. My colleagues treated me well.
In due time I was promoted to the position of supervisor at the post office where I worked for 35
years. There was a hard time in the early 1950s, during the Doctors' Plot. Although nobody said
anything directly every Jew felt suspicious attitudes. We felt like outcasts. We didn't even feel
comfortable to go out, but I didn't face anything like that at work. I remember Stalin's death. I
didn't cry, but I remember the feeling of irreplaceable loss. We never took any interest in politics.
We were busy with our own life. Nobody in our family was a member of the Party.
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