
Mendel Kreimer And His Second Wife Enna
Goldstein 

This is me and my wife Enna Goldstein. This photo was taken in Kishinev in 1995. We dressed up to
visit friends and relatives. My wife Enna died in December 1996. We lived together for over 40
years. Enna was very smart and we had a good life. She never allowed any conflicts. If we had
arguments, she never left them last till evening. She used to say, 'Life is short, and we mustn't
waste it arguing.' Our neighbors used to stop talking for months, but Enna said, 'I can't afford such
luxury'. She always tried to find humor with me. I also did my best. I saw how devoted she was to
me, and this is so rare in our days. I feel sorry I didn't value her as she deserved. Only when one
loses something, one realizes what he had and what he lost. When Enna was alive, work was
number one in my life, and my family came second. Today I have a decent life thanks to Hesed and
our religion obliging Jews to support each other. I don't have to search garbage pans like other old
people. I'm proud that many people envy us, and that we get assistance and are provided for. A
visiting nurse cleans, cooks and does my laundry twice a week. I also try to do some work. I try not
to make her feel like a housemaid. I try to have no conflicts with her. If I want something, I ask for
it politely. I understand that when we grow older our drawbacks grow stronger. Twice a month I get
a ride to the Hesed Day Center Yehuda where I stay all day long. We have breakfast and then they
measure our blood pressure, tell us what's going on in Israel, and around the world: a sort of
political hour. We then have amateur groups sing us songs and perform for us. I enjoy talking to
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people and having discussions.
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