
Esiah Kleiman's Father David Kleiman's
Stepbrother Mark Kleiman And His
Stepsister Esther Kleiman 

This is a picture of my father's stepbrother Mark Kleiman and his stepsister Esther Kleiman. The
photo was taken in Vad-Rashkov in 1910. My paternal grandfather, Shaya Kleiman, was born in
Vad-Rashkov in 1857. He finished cheder. He came from a poor family with many children. I don't
know how my grandfather earned his living in his younger years, but in his thirties he was the
manager of a few haberdashery stores in Vad-Rashkov, which belonged to a wealthy Jew. My
grandfather was married twice. He had five children in his first marriage. They were my father's
stepbrothers and stepsister. Esther was the third-born child in the family. She was born in 1885.
She married and became a housewife. I don't remember her husband. She died in 1916 after her
daughter was born. Esther's child was raised by her husband's relatives. Mordekhai, whose
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common name was Mark, was born in 1890. He studied in Russia and stayed in the USSR after
1918 since he couldn't come back to Bessarabia because it belonged to Romania then. He was
married and had two sons. Mordekhai died in evacuation in Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan, in 1943.
One of his sons lives in Tula, Russia, and the other one emigrated to Germany in the late 1980s.
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