
Esiah Kleiman's Grandparents Shaya And
Beila Kleiman 

This is a picture of my father's parents: Shaya and Beila Kleiman, my grandfather's second wife.
The photo was taken in Vad-Rashkov in 1915. My paternal grandfather, Shaya Kleiman, was born in
Vad-Rashkov in 1857. He finished cheder. He came from a poor family with many children. I don't
know how my grandfather earned his living in his younger years, but in his thirties he was the
manager of a few haberdashery stores in Vad-Rashkov, which belonged to a wealthy Jew. My
grandfather was married twice. He had five children in his first marriage. They were my father's
stepbrothers and stepsister. The story of my grandfather's second marriage is very interesting. My
grandfather had a brother whose name I don't remember. He was a Hasid. After he got married he
lived in the house of his in-laws. My grandfather's brother and his wife had several children. One of
them was my future grandmother, Beila Kleiman, born in 1877. Once my grandfather's brother and
his father-in-law argued about some religious issue. I don't know any details, but as a result my
grandfather's brother had to leave his in-laws' house. My grandfather's brother moved to Palestine
and his ex-wife remarried shortly afterwards. I don't know why she didn't want to keep her children,
perhaps, her husband was against it. All I know is that her children were raised by relatives. My
grandfather and his wife adopted one of the girls. That was how my future grandmother Beila
happened to live with the family of my grandfather Shaya from the age of 7. When my
grandfather's wife died - he was in his forties then - he married his niece Beila, who was 18. She
was younger than his children, but they got along well and had a loving relationship. They had
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three children. I have dim memories of my grandparents' home. I only remember that it was a
pretty big stone house. My grandfather provided well for the family, and my grandmother was a
housewife. I'm sure that their family was religious because my father was raised religiously and
kept his faith until the end of his life. Besides all Jewish families were religious at that time. They
observed Jewish traditions and attended the synagogue. My grandparents died before I was born.
Grandfather Shaya died in 1927 at the age of 70, and Grandmother Beila died in 1928. I don't know
why she died. My mother told me that she missed my grandfather a lot. They were buried
according to Jewish traditions in the Jewish cemetery in Vad-Rashkov.
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