
Anna Ivankovitser's Class At School 

This photo of my class at school was taken in Shargorod in 1940. I'm in the second row, the second
from the right. The 3rd girl from the right is my friend Esia. In 1938 I went to the first grade at the
same school that my sister attended. I don't know why our parents decided to send us to the
Ukrainian school when there was a Jewish school in Shargorod before the war. We studied
arithmetic, Ukrainian language and literature, calligraphy (I didn't like it) and had singing and
dancing classes and physical education. Our teacher for all subjects except singing and dancing
was named Voitovich. There were quite a few Jews among the children and teachers at school.
Shargorod was a Jewish town. The population in the central part of the town was Jewish. Ukrainians
lived on the outskirts of the town. The secretary of the district committee of the CPSU [Communist
Party of the Soviet Union] in Shargorod was a Jew, and all the officials in the town were Jews. There
was no anti-Semitism in Shargorod. People spoke Ukrainian in town, but we spoke Yiddish at home.
Many Ukrainians spoke fluent Yiddish in Shargorod. My sister and I studied at the Ukrainian school
and knew Ukrainian well. I became a Young Octobrist at school. We had different club activities
after classes. I went to meetings of the literature club, played the balalaika in the orchestra and
went dancing. I loved to dance the gopak, a Ukrainian folk dance. We even performed concerts in
the neighboring village of Sosnovka. Before we finished the 3rd grade a few of the best Young
Octobrists, including me, became pioneers. I remember feeling proud of becoming a pioneer.
Mama was very ill at that time. She had polyarthritis and was confined to bed for half a year. Papa
got her a ticket to the recreation home and she was cured there.
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