
Evgenia Galina With Her Family 

This is a family picture taken on my birthday. From left to right are my older grandson Leonid Galin,
my son Michael's wife Inna Galina (nee Rozenblum) and I. The photo was taken in Uzhgorod in
2002. My son Michael got married to a Jewish girl in 1980. His wife Inna was born in Uzhgorod in
1958. Her mother, Tsylia Rozenbloom, is a doctor and her father, Moisey Rozenbloom, is a teacher.
Inna finished the Mechanical Faculty of Optical Engineering College in Leningrad. She got a job
assignment at the machine building plant where she worked as an engineer until perestroika. Now
Inna works in the department of culture of the town administration. Michael and Inna have two
sons. Leonid was born in 1982 and Dmitri was born in 1988. My older grandson is a 4th-year
student at the Medical Faculty of Uzhgorod University. My younger grandson is at school. When
Michael lost his job he had a hard time. He couldn't provide for his family and we couldn't help it. At
some point he worked for an entrepreneur. When Hesed was established in Uzhgorod in 1999
Michael was offered to become its director. Since then he has worked in Hesed. Perestroika didn't
only bring trouble into our household. It also changed the attitude toward Jews in the society. State
anti-Semitism mitigated. The Iron Curtain separating us from the rest of the world fell. We got an
opportunity to travel abroad or invite our friends to visit us. We couldn't even dream about that in
the past. In 1996 I visited my brother in Jerusalem. I was afraid to travel to Israel due to my health
condition, but my nephews and his sons insisted and I decided to visit him. We traveled a lot and I
liked it there. I was happy to see my brother since there were only the two of us left of our big
family. I admired the country so much! It's a blooming garden on stones created by beautiful and
wonderful people. Young people return to Jewish traditions. In our family the restoration of Jewish
life started with my older grandson Leonid. He began to study Jewish traditions, religion and
Hebrew at school. Leonid is the president of the Jewish youth club Gilel. He goes to the synagogue.
Michael and my younger grandson Dmitri go to the synagogue with Leonid on Sabbath and Jewish
holidays. At home they celebrate Sabbath and Jewish holidays. I join them for the celebration. My
daughter-in-law lights candles and we say a prayer. I feel happy, it's as if I've returned to my own
childhood.
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