
Anna Krauskopfova And Her Daughter Erna
Kolbova 

This picture was taken at the beginning of the 1930s, probably in Karlovy Vary. Grandma (Anna
Krauskopfova) and her daughter Erna (Kolbova, nee Krauskopfova) used to go there very often. My
grandmother on my mother's side was named Anna, née Glucksmannova. I think that she was born
sometime in the 1870s, in Horni Litvinov. I don't know anything about her family or possible
siblings. I don't think that she had any sort of higher education. She was a Czech Jew; at home they
made a point of speaking Czech. Grandma ran the household. Although she used to go shopping at
the market, she had a driver in livery for it. I don't know what sort of family she came from, but she
was probably used to that. Once a week one of the seamstresses from the factory would come over
and organize her wardrobe, do the laundry, ironing and sewing. Everyone in the factory liked my
grandmother, as the kindly boss's wife. On her name day, St. Anna, the workers had a day off, a
band was hired and there was a dance in the factory courtyard. My grandmother was unfortunately
ill; she had problems with her thyroid gland, which I've inherited from her. She died in Prague in
1932, when I was a little girl. She's buried in the Jewish cemetery. My mother had a sister, Erna,
and a brother, Rudolf. Erna was two years younger, was childless but married, her husband was
named Oskar Kolb. Oskar was a Jew and worked as the director of a distillery. Aunt Erna was a
housewife. Each Sunday my grandfather and I would pick up my Uncle Oskar and go to the
cemetery to visit my grandmother, and on the way back we would have a mid-morning snack at
my aunt's and would then continue on home for dinner. I remember that Aunt Erna had a dog. I
don't think that Erna and Oskar were particularly religious, but for sure they at least went to
synagogue for the high holidays. Oskar died before the transports; Erna was transported to Terezin
in the fall of 1942, and that same year further on, to the concentration camp Maly Trostinec, where
she was shot.
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