
Ronia Finkelshtein With Her Friends Dora,
Shura And Nina 

Dora, Shura, I and Nina. They were my roommates. We were photographed to send the picture to
relatives. The backside of the photo reads: ?To Ronichka from Nina, Shura and Dora. Remember
Kharkov. Ronia, don't forget us?. Ronichka, you'll meet nice people in life, but you must always
remember us?. I finished school in 1938. My friends Shura and Nina and I submitted our documents
to the Kharkov Chemical Technological Institute. We were admitted. I lived in a hostel in the first
two years. There were four of us sharing a room: Dora, Shura, Nina and I. We enjoyed ourselves,
went to the cinema, theater and to parties, read books and went for walks. When I became a 3rd
year student I moved in with my Aunt Sonia. Her son had graduated from the Institute before the
war and lived with his wife Fania, an archaeologist, in his own apartment. After my 3rd year I went
for practical training to Zaporozhiye [250 km from Kharkov]. On 22nd June 1941 we went on an
excursion to the Dnepro power plant near Zaporozhiye. It was a beautiful sunny day. We got off the
bus and saw a crowd of people listening to a radio on a post. It was Molotov's speech about the
beginning of the war in the USSR. I knew that Europe was in war, but we were assured by
propaganda that Hitler wouldn't dare to attack the Soviet Union. We rushed back to our hostel, and
our management called the Institute and told us that we were to go back to Kharkov. We managed
to get train tickets and returned to Kharkov within a few days.
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