
Tania Benderskaya 

This is a picture of my mother Tania Tomashyna when she was my father's fiancee. The photo was
taken shortly before their wedding in Orgeyev in 1906. My grandfather on my mother's side,
Solomon Tomashyn, was born in Orgeyev in 1862. He had a hardware store. My grandmother,
Tzypra, was also born in Orgeyev in 1864. She was a housewife. They had nine children. My mother
was born in 1885. She was the first baby in the family. She was named Tube at birth but called
Tania in the family. They lived in a big house in Orgeyev. One part of the house was my
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grandfather's hardware store. There was an orchard and a vegetable garden near the house. My
grandmother grew green vegetables, carrots, beans, and so on. A farmer from the outskirts of
Orgeyev brought eggs and meat twice or three times a week; and dairy products were delivered
every day. All children in the family got a religious education. The boys studied at cheder, and the
girls were taught at home. My mother and her brothers and sisters finished Russian grammar
school in Orgeyev. My mother told me that she met my father through a shadkhan. My mother
didn't like my father's beard. My father was so eager to marry her that he shaved it off. My mother
gave her consent, and they got married in 1906. They had a traditional Jewish wedding with a
chuppah. They had two wedding parties: one in Orgeyev and another one in Kishinev. After their
wedding Grandfather Shmul bought them a house near his house in Kishinev. There were four
rooms and a kitchen. There was also an orchard and a flower garden near the house. My father
worked at my grandfather's factory for some time, and my mother was a housewife. My older
brother, Fivel, was born in 1908 and my sister, Frima, followed in 1910. I was born in 1912. My
younger brother, Wolf, was born in 1917.
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