
Iziaslav Abidor With His Family 

This is a picture of my son Iziaslav Abidor (on the left), his wife Valentina Abidor and their daughter
Elena Ernandez-Chimenez (nee Abidor). The photo was taken in Moscow in 1969. After finishing
school my son Iziaslav decided to continue his education in Moscow. My husband and I were sad
about his departure, but we understood that it was better for him. He was very fond of physics and
took part in many contests and Olympiads. He entered the Faculty of Physics and Chemistry of
Moscow Chemistry College and graduated with honors. When biophysics, a new branch of science
began to develop in the USSR, he decided to explore that field. He worked at the Oncology
Scientific Research Institute in Moscow. He defended his post graduate and, later, his doctor's
thesis. He became a professor. Iziaslav attended and held a speech at an international seminar and
had a job offer by the US Academy of Sciences. In the late 1980s he moved to America with his
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family. He was very happy in his personal life, too. He married Valentina, a Russian girl, before he
turned 30. We saw that they loved each other and didn't talk him out of marriage. My husband and
I love our daughter-in-law. She's the best in the world! Their daughter Elena was born in 1968.
Valentina finished her postgraduate studies and defended her candidate thesis. She is a candidate
of physical science. My son and his wife had a very good life. Everything was fine until some
medical examination determined that he had cancer of the stomach. He worked at the Institute of
Oncology in the USA and had surgery there. The doctors said that the surgery was successful. A
year later he had metastasis. In his last letter our son wrote, 'You've founded a good family and
gave your children everything possible and even more'. Our son died in 1992. His wife and
daughter returned to Moscow. Our daughter-in-law is an external trade manager. Valentina calls
me at least twice a week. She always sends us money and medication. She has become my
daughter. Our granddaughter is also a candidate of science. She defended her thesis in America.
She got married in America and returned to Moscow with her husband. Her last name in marriage is
Ernandez-Chimenez. In Moscow she began to work at a scientific research institute, but the salary
she got was just enough to pay for commuting to work and kindergarten for her daughter. She quit
and began to publish the Cosmetic and Medicine journal. She was awarded a 'Golden Badge' for it.
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