
Efim Shpielberg’s Mother's Younger Sister
Polina Chanyura And Her Husband Volodia 

This is my mother's younger sister Polina Chanyura and her husband Volodia Chanyura. This photo
was taken in Odessa in 1928.

My mother's younger sister Polia was born in 1905. I think she studied in a Jewish elementary
school. She was a very pretty girl. When she was young she attended a dancing club. Polia got
married very young. Her husband Volodia Chanyura was a very religious man. He went to the
synagogue on Saturday and on weekdays. He could read in Hebrew. I don't know where he studied
the language, but it was him who used to read letters in Hebrew that were sent from Palestine
written by grandfather Chaim's companion.

During the Great Patriotic War he went to the front. He was wounded several times. After the war
he returned to Odessa. Aunt Polia and their children Rimma and Ilia were in evacuation in Fergana
[3,000 km from Odessa in Uzbekistan]. After the war they returned home. Aunt Polia was a devoted
mother and efficient housewife. She was a great cook. I still remember her wonderful strudels with
apples and nuts and gefilte fish. She bought chicken from a shochet and made chicken broth and
chicken chops. They smelled all across the yard. I loved aunt Polia dearly. I don't think she was
happy in her marriage, though. Uncle Volodia was a womanizer. Once I saw him coming into a
house to visit a woman.

Volodia died in 1974. He was buried at the Jewish cemetery. Aunt Polia died three months later. In
1976 Rimma and Ilia and their families moved to the USA. They live in New York. They occasionally
called me, but they don't any more.
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