
Faina Melamed’s Mother Leya Melamed. 

This is my mother Leya Melamed. This photo was taken in Odessa in 1929.

My mother Leya Melamed was born in Golovanevsk town in 1897. I don't know where she studied,
but she had education. She could read and write in Russian. She spoke Yiddish with my father at
home and she knew many prayers. Perhaps, she studied in a Jewish school. Somehow I didn't ask
my mother these questions and now I can only guess. I remember that my mother danced waltz
and tango beautifully. My mother was an interesting woman. She was slim, had a slender waist and
beautiful face. She never used make up, but had pink cheeks. I don't know how my mother met my
father, but I think it happened in Golovanevsk.

My parents got married in Golovanevsk in 1920. My mother told me about her wedding. She didn't
even have a wedding gown. They found a cut of fabric at home. A tailor cut it for a dress and fixed
the cut on her with pins and she spent a whole evening wearing this dress. My mother said that
they invited a rabbi and had a chuppah. My grandmother Hana did the cooking and the whole
family was helping her.

My father wasn't a communist, but he always held key positions. He was responsible for meat
stocks in Golovanevsk. In 1921 my older brother Boris was born. Since my parents spoke Yiddish at
home Boris knew Yiddish well. In 1925 my sister Esfir was born. My parents moved to Odessa from
Golovanevsk approximately in 1927. I was born in Odessa on 25 February 1929. During famine in
1932 my father was sent to work in Samarkand in Uzbekistan. We traveled by train. I don't know
exactly what his work was about, but he had to work a lot. Before the Great Patriotic War he was
director of a bakery.
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