
Tseitlin Vladimir 

This is me, cadet of Moscow artillery school. The picture was made in Moscow in 1940.

I was born in Moscow in 1923. I was called Vladimir after Lenin. My name was popular with many
people. I was an only child in the family. Mother was the one who brought me up as she was a
housewife. She was also responsible for the work about the house. I did not have a nanny nor I
went to the kindergarten.

Father was a in a high position at work and family was rather well-off. In 1930 father was sent to
France to work. Mother and I went with him. The embassy rented a house for all employees of the
embassy and the chamber of commerce. It was easier for children to catch foreign languages. In 3
months I went shopping with my mom and was interpreting for her. There was no Russian school at
the embassy and I went to an ordinary French school. I was good at studies. We had lived in France
for 2 years and in 1934 father was transferred to England. My father was appointed deputy USSR
ambassador, Andrey Mayskiy was the USSR ambassador. Father was friends with him. There was a
Soviet school for children of the embassy employees. All subjects were taught in Russian, and
English was taught as a foreign language. Ambassador Mayskiy did a lot for the children of the
embassy employees. In summer we went to the pioneer camp to the sea-side.

When we came back to Moscow I went to secondary school #110. It was the school where children
of leading party activists and famous military commanders studied. History teacher Novikov was
the director of the school. He was awarded with two Lenin Orders for his pedagogical work. Director
selected excellent teachers. Bad students were transferred to other schools. All school-leavers
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entered Moscow University without any entrance exams. There was a strong ideological work at
school. We were imbued with Soviet propaganda. I was a good student. Mathematics was my
favorite subject. I became a pioneer in that school.

When I was in the 9th grade, some militaries came over to our school to encourage boys to transfer
to artillery specialized school, which was the first of the kind in Moscow. In 1937 professional
military schools were founded in Moscow. First there were 5 of them, then more were opened up.
The best students were selected there - those who had straight excellent marks or 2-3 good marks
and the rest excellent marks. Parents did not object to my studies at artillery school. In 1940 I was
transferred there. We were taught major subjects in accordance with the syllabus as well as
military artillery subjects. There were best teachers as well. I was fond of mathematics and other
sciences. I became a Komsomol member in that school. I did not take an interest in social work. We
were clad in military uniform, but we were not confined to the barracks. We lived at home and went
to school. Though, in summer time the entire school went to military camps.
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